"ohn Day's Contemooraries     87

Almost his last work was Matthew Paris's His-
toria Major, edited by Matthew Parker, a handsome
folio with an engraved title-page, several good pic-
torial initials, and his large device of the apple-tree,
printed in 1571. Without doubt the printer was
greatly interested in this work. He had himself
collected materials for a chronicle of his adopted
country, which he amused himself with in his spare
time. But he did not live to print it, his death
taking place late in the year 1573. His will was
short, and mentioned none of his children by name.
His property in St, Paul's Churchyard, which in-
cluded the Chapel or Charnel House on the north
side, which he had purchased of King Henry VIII,
he left to his wife, and the witnesses to his will were
George Bishop, Raphael Holinshed, John Hunn, and
John Shepparde.1 His wife, Joan Wolfe, only sur-
vived him a few months, her will, which is also pre-
served in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury,2
being proved on the soth July 1574. In it occurs
the following passage :

' I will that Raphell Hollingshed shall have and enjoye all
such benefit, proffit, and commoditie as was promised unto him
by my said late husbande Reginald Wolfe, for or concerning
the translating and prynting of a certain crownacle which my
said husband before his decease did prepare and intende to
have prynted.'

She further mentioned in her will a son Robert, a
son Henry, and a daughter Mary, the wife of John
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